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INDUSTRYNEWS & NOTES

Department of 
Energy Adopts New 
Energy Standards 

New Sustainability 
Standard Approved for 
Multifamily Properties
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
recently announced that six metropolitan areas in 
the Midwest region were on its Top 25 list of energy-
efficient buildings that earned the Energy Star certifica-
tion in 2008. Chicago ranked sixth with 125 buildings; 
Minneapolis-St. Paul was eighth with 102; Detroit was 
14th with 65; Milwaukee was 15th with 62; Grand 
Rapids, Mich., was 20th with 42; and Madison, Wis., was 
25th with 33.
	 In total, the 429 buildings have saved their owners 
$137.1 million in utility bills and prevented carbon diox-
ide emissions equal to those associated with electricity 
use from more than 114,000 homes for a year. 

A complete list of Energy Star buildings, including the 
2008 Top 25 Cities, is available at  
http://energystar.gov/buildinglist.

States must now certify that their building codes 
meet the requirements in the 2004 energy-efficiency 
standard by the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) 
and the Illuminating Engineering Society (IES), under a 
ruling issued by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). 
ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Standard 90.1-2004, Energy 
Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential 
Buildings, has been established by the DOE as the 
commercial building reference standard for state 
building energy codes under the federal Energy Policy 
Act. The act requires all states to certify that they have 
state energy codes that are at least as stringent as 
90.1-2004 or justify why they cannot comply. The DOE 
determined that Standard 90.1-2004 saves 13.9 percent 
more energy in commercial buildings, compared to the 
previously referenced Standard 90.1-1999.
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Research indicates that   
plants grow healthier  
when they are stroked. 

It takes eight and  
a half minutes  
for light to get from  
the sun to earth.

One out of 20 people have an extra rib.

The chances of making  
two holes-in-one in a 
round of golf are one in 67 
million.

At 120 miles per hour, a  Formula One race 
car generates so much downforce that it can 
drive upside down on the roof of a tunnel.

 During his lifetime, artist
 Vincent Van Gogh  
 only sold one of his paintings.

The city of Las Vegas has  
the most hotel rooms  
in the world.

Americans collectively eat one hundred 
pounds of chocolate every second.

Acorns were used as a 
coffee substitute during 
the American Civil War. 

The bark of an older  
redwood tree is 
fireproof.

http://money.cnn.com/
real_estate
The real estate section of 
CNNMoney.com offers the 
latest news, reports and 
policies related to the real 
estate market. Information 
includes features and 
statistics on the economic 
downturn and its effects 
on the real estate 
market, advice on how to 
diversify your portfolio, 
and breakdowns of the 
newest government bills 
and economic stimulus 
packages that directly 
affect your business. The 
site also offers visitors 
a variety of calculator 
programs for figuring out 
mortgage rates, renovation 
values and more.

www.housingpredictor.com 
Housing Predictor provides 
independent real estate 
market forecasts for more 
than 250 cities in the 
United States. Researchers 
for the Web site gather 
information on more 
than 20 factors including 
economics, political 
influences, business 
development, construction, 
employment levels and 
other socioeconomic 
issues.

www.awea.org
The American Wind 
Energy Association 
(AWEA) is a national trade 
association representing 
wind power project devel-
opers, equipment suppli-
ers, services providers, 
parts manufacturers, utili-
ties providers, research-
ers and others involved 
in the wind industry. The 
Web site provides up-to-
date information on wind 
energy projects in various 
stages of development, 
companies working in 
the wind energy field, 
technology development 
and policy developments 
related to wind and other 
renewable energy devel-
opments.

www.greendepot.org
Greendepot.org 
is a supplier of 
environmentally friendly 
and sustainable building 
products, services and 
solutions. Its primary 
goal is to facilitate green 
living and building in 
communities so that it is 
accessible, affordable and 
gratifying. The Web site 
offers tips for greening 
rooms and product 
recommendations based 
on an icon system that 
indicates why a product  
is green.
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