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EARTHQUAKES INCREASE
INTEREST IN RISK

PROTECTION FOR PROPERTIES

Property owners and investors in the United States have

become increasingly interested in seismic risk due to
the earthquakes that struck Haiti and Chile in recent
months, according to an article in the New York Times.
The two disasters killed more than 300,000 people and
caused an estimated $21 billion in property damage. As

a result, property owners and potential investors in the

vulnerability of buildings to earthquake damage.

Every year, 5,000 earthquakes hit the United States.
Thirty-nine states over the past century have experi-
enced quakes, according to the Insurance Information
Institute. The report said a small percentage of prop-
erty owners acquire earthquake insurance as a rider to
regular property coverage. In California, the state most

susceptible to seismic events, only about 12 percent of

Californians purchased coverage, a drop from 30 percent

in 1996.

to page 24. To read disaster preparedness recommenda-

tion by IREM International Members, turn to page 50.
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For more information on disaster insurance options, turn :
i —WILLIAM ELLERY CHANNING, AMERICAN PREACHER

QUOTABLES

. “A positive attitude may not

. solve all your problems, but it
- will annoy enough people to

- make it worth the effort.”

—HERM ALBRIGHT, GERMAN PAINTER AND LITHOGRAPHER

I you jud%e people, you have

. no time to
—MOTHER THERESA, ALBANIAN HUMANITARIAN

ove them.

. “For everything you have

. missed, you have gained

. something else, and for

~ everything you gain, you lose

- something else.
: —RALPH WALDO EMERSON, AMERICAN POET

“One-half the troubles of this
. life can be traced to saying yes
- too quickly and not saying no

. soon enough.”
—JOSH BILLINGS, AMERICAN HUMORIST

~ “The learning person looks
 forward to failure or mistakes.
United States are actively contacting experts to assess the The worst prOblem 1n

. leadership is basically early

: 29
: SuccCess.
—WARREN BENNIS, AMERICAN SCHOLAR AND AUTHOR

“Impossible things are simply
. those which so far have never

: 29
. been done.
: —ELBERT HUBBARD, AMERICAN WRITER

. “Great efforts from great
. motives is the best definition

py life.”
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CERTIFICATION FOR ELECTRONIC
WASTE RECYCLING GATHERS SUPPORT

The Natural Resources Defense Council recently announced its endorse-

ment of the first certification program for electronics recycling. The new
e-Stewards Certification relies on independent, third-party auditors to verify
safe and ethical disposal of the hundreds of tons of unwanted electronics dis-
carded every year in North America.

Electronic equipment contains toxics such as mercury, lead, cadmium,
arsenic, beryllium and brominated flame retardants. When burned, even
more dangerous toxics can be formed.

Created jointly by the environmental community and business leaders, the
new e-Stewards Certification and Standard is held by the nonprofit Basel
Action Network. The e-Stewards are North American electronics recyclers
and asset managers who have been qualified as upholding the highest stan-

dard of environmental and social responsibility.

Report Finds
Support for
Green Decreases,
But Remains
Steady

Support for green construction and
the Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) certifica-
tion developed by the U.S. Green
Building Council dropped slightly
in 2009 but remains strong despite
the recession, according to the lat-
est green building survey by Allen
Matkins, Constructive Technolo-
gies Group and the Green Building
Insider.

The 4th Annual Green Building
Survey of more than 1,600 design
and construction professionals in
the United States. showed that 92.3
percent of respondents in 2009
said they endorse green build-
ing, compared with 93.5 percent
in 2008. Sixty-two percent of the
professionals surveyed in 2009 told
researchers they support attaining
certification under LEED standards.

PANEL SUGGESTS 100 WAYS TO MAKE

NYC BUILDINGS GREENER

In February 2010, the New York City Green Codes Task Force released a
comprehensive analysis of building codes. Convened at the request of Mayor
Bloomberg and Council Speaker Quinn in July 2008, the task force—led by
Urban Green Council—was charged with recommending green changes to
the laws and regulations affecting buildings in New York. The 111 recom-
mendations largely impact new construction and renovations, with many
removing current impediments to green practices. The proposals would
affect building codes as well as zoning, health, consumer affairs and environ-
mental protection codes.

The recommendations are the city’s latest attempt to reduce the green-
house gases produced by buildings, which are estimated to be the source of

about 75 percent of the city’s emissions.

For more information visit Www.urbangreencouncil.org/greencodes

AF&PA Unveils Free Workplace
Recycling Guide for Commercial
Property Managers

Commercial property owners and managers concerned with sustainability
have a new resource to help them build and improve upon their recycling
programs, thanks to an updated recycling guide recently unveiled by the
American Forest & Paper Association (AF&PA). The guide is free and avail-
able at www.paperrecycles.org as part of AF&PA’s mission to increase
paper recovery.
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www.nrel.gov

The National Renewable :
Energy Laboratory (NREL) :
is the nation’s primary :
laboratory for renewable
energy and energy
efficiency research and
development. NREL's :
mission is to advance U.S.:
energy goals. The Web :
site offers competencies
on renewable resources
for energy, conversion

of these resources to
renewable electricity

and fuels, and the use

of renewable electricity
and fuels in homes, :
commercial buildings, and
vehicles. :
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search me

. lwww bt .cdc gov/disasterd

This Web site from the
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
offers visitors a wealth
of credible, reliable infor-
mation related to emer-
gency preparedness and
response to disasters,
such as earthquakes, tor-
nadoes and floods. You
will find information, tips,
data and statistics that
can aid in planning for
everything from severe
weather to catastrophic
events.

[lwww.mashable.com |
Mashable is a blog site
focused exclusively on
Web 2.0 and Social Media
news. The Web site fea-
tures a variety of reviews
on new Web sites and ser-
vices, publishes breaking
news on what's new on
the web and offers how-to
resources, including guides :
to using social media to
market your business.
Mashable also offers a job
board where you can post
openings for social media,
marketing and web devel-
opment opportunities.

! [www.futureofrealestate
: |marketing.com

i The Future of Real Estate
¢ Marketing blog examines
: the impact of Web 2.0

: and the Internet on real

: estate and real estate
marketing. The Future of
: Real Estate Marketing is
P a community-based Web-

site where members can

post a variety of articles,
. news and information

¢ and comment about mar-
¢ keting strategies, tips and
. trends in the real estate

: industry.

fast facts

BATS always turn left
when exiting a cave.

The color BLUE
causes the brain
to release calming
hormones.

CHEWING GUM while peeling onions will

ﬂ\,.— keep you from crying.
\Af

The plastic things on the end of shoelaces are called
AGLETS.

There are approximately 618 ROLLER

COASTERS in North America.

China has more ENGLISH SPEAKERS

than the United States.

The biggest DISCO BALL in the world has 6,900 mirror

-] -

squares on it.

The average person LAUGHS 13
times a day.

The only two animals that can
see behind themselves with-
out turning their heads are the
RABBIT AND PARROT.
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