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Hundreds of gallons of water can be lost through leaks. Large leaks can lead to water 
damage, mold, and other issues. Regularly checking for leaks will help the community reach 
water efficiency goals.  

This activity consists of two parts: 
1. Have a system or process in place to identify water leaks.
2. Conduct a water leak inspection.

PART 1: SYSTEM OR PROCESS FOR IDENTIFYING WATER LEAKS 
You MUST have at leat one of the following systems in place for identifying water 
leaks at the community.  

 Preventive maintenance program that includes regular checks for water leaks so that
ALL units are inspected at least on an annual basis.

 Maintenance service request or work order system so that residents can report water
leaks for correction.

PART 2: WATER LEAK INSPECTION 

Use the checklist below to conduct a water leak inspection at the community. 

Important Note: IREM® requires you to inspect, at minimum, the following: 
 Common areas
 Model units
 Vacant units
 10% of total resident units

1. Check the box next to which system is in place for identifying and correcting water leaks at
the community.

Preventive maintenance program that includes regular checks for water leaks.so 
that ALL units are inspected at least on an annual basis.  
Maintenance service request or work order system so that residents can report 
water leaks for correction. 

2. Use the checklist to conduct a water leak inspection at the community. You may use and
submit multiple versions of the checklist, if necessary, to complete applicable sections for
the unit inspections.
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WATER LEAK INSPECTION CHECKLIST 
Inspection conducted by 

Date(s) 

Date(s) of last inspection: 
Water System 

Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check the water meter(s) and 
lines running into them 
Check water leak detector 
dial on the water meter(s) 
- Turn off all water systems 

and items. 
- Watch the water meter for 

a minute or more. 
- If the leak detection dial is 

moving continuously, the 
property may have a leak. 

- Continue the inspection or 
engage the utility or a 
service provider if you 
think the leak is large. 

Check the property’s “wet 
wall(s)”—the walls that carry 
the main water lines 

Check water supply lines 

Check water return lines 

Check for failing, freezing, or 
worn pipes 
- Connections, fittings, and 

valves need close 
inspection. 

Check water heater(s) for 
leaks 



3 

Bathrooms 

Bathroom #1 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilet 

Check faucet 

Check showerhead 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Bathroom #2 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilet 

Check faucet 

Check showerhead 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Bathroom #3 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilet 

Check faucet 

Check showerhead 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Bathroom #4 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilet 

Check faucet 

Check showerhead 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Bathroom #5 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilets 

Check faucets 

Check showerhead 
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Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Bathroom #6 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check toilet 

Check faucet 

Check showerhead 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchens 

Kitchen #1 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 

Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchen #2 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 

Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchen #3 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 

Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchen #4 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 
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Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchen #5 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 

Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Kitchen #6 Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check faucet 

Check dishwasher 

Check refrigerator 

Check ceilings, walls, and 
floors for water damage 

Landscaping/Irrigation 

Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check irrigation lines 

Check irrigation spigots 

Ensure spigots are properly 
positioned and not spraying 
onto pavement 
Check for signs of 
underground leaks—pooled 
water, swampy ground, moldy 
areas, or sunken earth 

HVAC System 

Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check equipment room(s) for 
pooled water and unusual 
condensate 
Check seams, gaskets, and 
seals on all HVAC units 
Check condensate pans for 
overflow 
Check for clogged 
condensate drain 
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Check evaporator coils 

Check circulating pumps for 
leaks around seals and 
packing 
Check all pressure relief 
valves 

Check all automatic air vents 

Check back flow preventer for 
proper function 
Check cooling tower makeup 
and bleed water lines 
Check for mineral build-up 
and blockages in cooling 
tower fill and basin 

Swimming Pool 

Item OK Not 
OK Notes or Action Required 

Check main pool pump(s) 

Check lines and filters for 
leaks and clogs 
Check water level—too much 
water can splash and spray 
out 
Check temperature if heated—
too high of a setting leads to 
excessive evaporation 

Alternative Documentation 
Instead of this form, you may submit at least one of the following to IREM®: 

 Paragraph summarizing inspection and findings 

 Copy of any checklist used 

Optional Next Steps 
 Consider installing water leak detection equipment 

 Explore other water efficiency practices at the EPA’s website: www.epa.gov/watersense 

 Use the resources available at the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) website to 
evaluate the property’s cooling tower water use, if applicable 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense
http://business.edf.org/projects/featured/water-efficiency-and-att/
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