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H.3	Establish a wildlife management policy
Industrial properties often have large sites with excess land. This land includes the habitats of local wildlife, and the operation of the property can impact the health of those habitats and ultimately the area’s biodiversity.
To be eligible for this point
· Use the template to create a policy on the handling and management of local wildlife, adding and subtracting guidelines as necessary and applicable for the property.
To claim this point
· Submit a copy of the policy with your application.

	Wildlife management policy

	Part I: Property information

	Basic information

	Property name
	

	Address
	

	Year built
	

	Site acreage
	

	Management company
	

	Relevant service providers
	

	Tenant(s)
	

	Part II: Wildlife management guidelines

	The following guidelines shall apply to all properties to the extent practicable. All wildlife management practices should be implemented with the goals of protecting human health, preserving asset value, and supporting local habitats and biodiversity.
Site assessment
· Each site shall be assessed for the habitats and ecological communities on or near the site. A qualified biologist, landscape architect, wildlife control operator, or other service provider should be engaged for this assessment, if possible.
· Identify the following features:
· Presence and abundance of non-native or invasive species
· Diversity of native plant species (a qualitative assessment is adequate)
· Habitat patches (e.g., wooded areas, meadows, creeks)
· Areas with an abundance of down wood, standing snags, bedrock outcrops, loose rocks, organic debris, and other microhabitat features
· Areas where disturbance of habitats or wildlife is evident
· Identify any “species of conservation concern,” or at-risk species, in the area. Data on species of conservation concern by state are available through the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).
· Evaluate habitat uses for breeding/nesting, nursery, foraging, seasonal migration, and overwintering, as appropriate, for specific species and/or species of concern.
Integrated wildlife management
· Each site shall employ the principles of integrated wildlife management, a method of wildlife control that uses a variety of cost-effective, environmentally safe, and socially acceptable methods.
Objectives are to:
· Reduce damage caused by wildlife to a tolerable level, rather than seek to eliminate wildlife, and focus mitigation efforts only on the species causing the problem.
· Consider a variety of solutions, such as habitat management and modification, sanitation, traps, barriers, repellants, removal, and lethal methods, to any wildlife problem.
· Implement the least-harmful, most cost-effective solution.
· Monitor the problem to ensure that the solution was effective.
· Evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.
· Use a socially acceptable, ethical, and legal approach to wildlife management. At the same time, respect that people have different views on how wildlife should be handled.
Habitat restoration
· Improve the landscape with the objective of supporting wildlife.
· Retain and restore existing tracts of habitat and land features that could support wildlife.
· Relocate habitats and/or species whenever necessary.
· Manage relocated, altered, and existing habitat landscapes to ensure these landscapes fulfill the needs of existing flora and fauna.
· Monitor all the above measures and continue exploring ways to enhance the altered, relocated, or newly created habitats.


Sources: Austrian Academy of Sciences, Internet Center for Wildlife Damage Management, Michigan State University, National Wildlife Control Training Program

Alternative documentation
Instead of this form, you may submit the following to IREM®:
· Copy of policy
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