





H.6	Establish a smoke-free policy for the entire property

It is well established that second-hand tobacco smoke poses a health risk. While it is difficult to ask people to refrain from smoking in their own homes, moving to a smoke-free property may have positive results long-term, as organizations and municipalities continue to implement smoke-free laws and policies.
For these points, you should follow the process below to establish your smoke-free policy. To earn the points, smoking must be prohibited on the entire property except in a designated outdoor smoking area. Prohibited areas include individual units, balconies, patios, parking lots, both private and work vehicles on the property, swimming pool area(s), and all other areas under management control.
You may take up to two years to implement the policy.

Recommended process
Step 1: Survey residents using the template.
Step 2: Work with your company to prepare a lease addendum.
Step 3: Implement your policy. Require the lease addendum for new and renewed leases. Post signage throughout the property.
Step 4: Advertise your smoke-free property. Along with other health and wellness activities, your smoke-free property could have a competitive advantage.
Step 5: Enforce your policy. Residents will likely complain about any second-hand smoke, so you will probably learn about violations. Document any complaints and non-compliance.

To earn points, check one of the following boxes below and do one of the following:
· If the property is already smoke-free, submit a copy of your policy of lease addendum with your application.
· If you are committing to establishing a smoke-free policy, you must have at least conducted your survey prior to application. Submit compiled survey results.

	The property is smoke-free.
	



	I commit to establishing a smoke-free policy for the entire property.
	



Alternative documentation
Instead of this form, you may submit at least one of the following to IREM®:
· Copy of no smoking policy
· Excerpt on policy from lease or resident handbook
· Photo of no smoking sign
· Compiled survey results (if no policy is currently in place)


Survey template
Dear residents of [insert property name]
We are pleased that you have chosen to reside at [name of property]! In recent years, many properties have decided to promote smoke-free living environments.
Property owners adopt smoke-free policies, or rules governing smoking, for a number of reasons. Secondhand smoke is a known health hazard for which there is no safe exposure. Additionally, materials used for smoking cause or contribute to thousands of home fires each year.
To ensure the health and safety of all residents, we are considering the adoption of a smoke-free policy for [insert property name]. We would like to hear from you! Please share your thoughts with us about enacting rules for tobacco use at our property. Please complete the short survey below and return it to the management office by [date].

Sincerely,

[insert name]

Do you or someone in your household smoke inside your apartment?
[bookmark: _Hlk66094214]		       No, I do not smoke or allow others to smoke inside my apartment. 
		       Yes, I or someone in my household smokes inside my apartment.

Can you smell secondhand smoke inside your apartment? (Check all that apply) 
		       No, I don’t smell secondhand smoke inside my apartment.
		       Yes, I can smell secondhand smoke inside my apartment. 
		       Yes, the secondhand smoke concerns me.
		       Yes, the odor of secondhand smoke makes me feel ill.
		       Yes, I am worried about the effects of secondhand smoke on the health of my household.

If offered a choice, would you prefer to live in a smoke-free property? (Check all that apply
		       Yes, I would like my property to be smoke-free, including the units. 
		       No, I would like my property to continue to allow smoking in units. I have no preference.


Comments:







Optional information:


[bookmark: _Hlk66094620]Name:  						

[bookmark: _Hlk66094176]Unit #:		Telephone number: 						


Source: Arizona Smoke-Free Living
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