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QUOTABLES
“All lasting business is built 
on friendship.”
-Alfred A. Montapert, American Author

“Coming generations will 
learn equality from poverty, 
and love from woes.”
-Kahlil Gibran, Lebanese-American Poet

“I believe in the imagination. 
What I cannot see is infinitely 
more important than what I 
can see.” 
-Duane Michals, American Photographer 

“Human beings, who are 
almost unique in having the 
ability to learn from the expe-
rience of others, are also 
remarkable for their apparent 
disinclination to do so.” 
-Douglas Adams, English Writer 

“ Why should society feel 
responsible only for the edu-
cation of children, and not for 
the education of all adults of 
every age?” 
-Erich Fromm, American Psychologist 

“Because things are the way 
they are, things will not stay 
the way they are.” 
-Bertolt Brecht, German Poet 

“I’ve failed over and over and 
over again in my life and that 
is why I succeed.” 
-Michael Jordan, American Athlete 

“Sometimes you have to look 
reality in the eye, and deny it.” 
-Garrison Keillor, American Writer 

Chicago Workers  
May Lend $170 Million  
to Restart  
150-Story Building
The delayed construction on the Chicago Spire, a 150-
story luxury residential tower planned for downtown 
Chicago, may get a boost from unionized construc-
tion workers looking for jobs. Construction workers in 
Chicago are trying to refinance and restart work on the 
Chicago Spire which stalled last year amid the financial 
crisis when funding dried up. The 2,000-foot residential 
tower would be the tallest building in North America. 
	 Tom Villanova, president of the Chicago and Cook 
County Building and Construction Trades Council, 
which represents 24 unions with some 100,000 members, 
said the individual pension-fund directors, along with an 
AFL-CIO pension fund and a union life-insurance fund, 
are working on a loan package secured by the develop-
ment site.
	 Plans call for the Spire to have nearly 1,200 units, more 
than are expected to be completed for the entire down-
town area in 2010.
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Wisconsin is the First State to 
Enforce the Renovation, Repair  
and Painting Rule
Wisconsin is the first state authorized to administer and enforce the U.S. 
Renovation, Repair and Painting rule which mandates training and licensing 
in lead-safe work practices for construction contractors, property managers 
and others who work in homes and child-occupied facilities built before 
1978. Gov. James E. Doyle certified that the Wisconsin programs—the 
Lead-based Paint Renovation, Repair and Painting program, and the Pre-
Renovation Education program—are as protective as the U.S. Evironmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) programs and provide adequate enforcement.
	 The Lead-based Paint Pre-Renovation Education program requires 
construction contractors, property managers and others who perform 
renovations for compensation to distribute the lead pamphlet “Renovate 
Right: Important Lead Hazard Information for Families, Child Care Providers 
and Schools” to owners and occupants before starting renovation work. 

>> For more about lead-based paint and EPA’s lead program visit  
www.epa.gov/lead. You can also read a JPM article on understanding the 
rule at www.irem.org/rrpr.

World’s 
Tallest 
Skyscraper 
Opens  
in Dubai
The world’s tallest skyscraper offi-
cially opened in Dubai in January. 
At 828 meters, or 2,717 feet tall, the 
Burj Dubai is far taller than Taiwan’s 
Taipei 101, which had been the 
world’s tallest skyscraper at 1,670 
feet. The developer of the newly 
opened tower said it cost about $1.5 
billion to build the colossal building. 
Billed as a “vertical city” of luxury 
apartments and offices, the Burj 
Dubai boasts four swimming pools, 
a private library and a hotel designed 
by Giorgio Armani. 

>> Visit www.burjdubai.com for 
more information.

Number of Energy Star Homes Built 
in the United States Passes 1 Million

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently reached a mile-
stone for the Energy Star program by passing the 1 millionth Energy Star 
qualified home mark. With more than 15,000 partners in sectors all across 
the economy, Energy Star has helped save consumers money by reducing the 
energy usage of products used in the home and office every day. Since the 
program began labeling new homes in 1995, Americans have saved $1.2 bil-
lion on their energy bills, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 22 billion 
pounds. 
	 To earn the Energy Star label, a home must meet strict energy-efficiency 
guidelines set by EPA. There are more than 6,500 builders across the nation 
building homes that earn the Energy Star label and qualified new homes can 
be found in every state in the country. 

>> For more information about this milestone and the program visit  
www.energystar.gov/onemillionhomes.
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fast facts

www.managementhelp.org
Managementhelp.org 
is an integrated online 
library that provides 
easy-to-access, 
comprehensive resources 
regarding the leadership 
and management of 
individuals, groups 
and organizations. 
The library has one 
of the world’s largest 
organized collections of 
management resources. 
There are approximately 
650 topics on the site, 
spanning 5,000 links by 
users and authors across 
the world. Topics include 
the most important 
practices to start, 
develop, operate, evaluate 
and resolve problems in 
organizations.

www.epa.gov/greenhomes
This new Web site from 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
provides tools to home 
owners, buyers and rent-
ers for greening each room 
of a home, as well as the 
surrounding yard, with 
tips on reducing energy 
consumption and usage, as 
well as improving indoor 
air quality. Information is 
also available on building 
new homes and finding an 
energy-efficient mortgage. 
Users can also find a list 
of common green home 
terms, and links to addi-
tional sites with specific 
information on green top-
ics.

www.realtytimes.com
Realty Times is a 
news site that offers 
information, advice and 
market conditions for 
the real estate industry. 
The site features daily 
press releases, analyses 
and streaming videos of 
the latest happenings 
and headlines, as well as 
marketing products. From 
buying and selling advice 
to money-making tips, 
Realty Times provides 
industry professionals 
with a variety of helpful 
information.

www.openEI.org
The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) recently 
launched Open Energy 
Information, a new open-
source Web platform that 
offers free data and tools 
to help deploy clean ener-
gy technologies across 
the country and around 
the world. Currently, the 
site houses more than 60 
clean energy resources 
and data sets, includ-
ing maps of worldwide 
solar and wind potential, 
information on climate 
zones, and best practices. 
Visitors have the oppor-
tunity to upload additional 
data to the site and down-
load the information in 
easy-to-use formats. 

Sheep’s wool 
can absorb up to 40 
percent of its weight 
in moisture without 
becoming wet and 
is naturally flame-
retardant.

Koala fingerprints  
are similar in pattern, shape 
and size to the human fingerprints.

One quarter of the bones in the  
human body are in the feet.

A shrimp’s heart is in its head.

If you keep a GOLDFISH in the dark room,  
it will eventually turn white.

Roosters have to extend their 
NECKS in order to crow.

Women BLINK nearly twice 
as much as men.

                              �People who chase after rare birds 
are called TWITCHERS.

                               �An olive tree can live up to  
1500 YEARS.


